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Transportation Services Division

AMS Transportation Services Division experts support domestic and 
international agribusinesses by providing market reports, economic 
analysis, transportation disruption reports, technical assistance, and 
outreach to various industry stakeholders.

AMS provides information and analysis on the four major modes of 
moving food from farm to table, port to market, tracking 
developments in truck, rail, barge, and ocean transportation.
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AgTransport 2.0

Making data more Usable, Shareable, Discoverable, and Accessible
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AgTransport 2.0

Dashboards
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Interactive Transportation Reports

AgTransport 2.0
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AgTransport 2.0

Example: Refrigerated Truck Data – AMS Market News

For more information on AgTransport 2.0:
Jesse Gastelle. AMS Economist 
Transportation Services Division
jesse.gastelle@usda.gov
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AgTransport 2.0

• Nationally

• Regionally

• Commodity 
Volumes

• Refrigerated Truck 
Rates and 
Availability
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Agricultural Transportation Research

Cooperative Studies

In-depth research 
and analysis helps 
provide an efficient 
and reliable 
transportation 
system that benefits 
agricultural and 
other shippers. 
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AMS Marketing Services Division (MSD) works to improve market 
access for producers and develop new markets through its three 
main roles as a researcher, a convener, and a technical assistance 
provider.

MSD provides research and data that supports market access and 
transparency, working with USDA agencies and external partners to 
explore challenges and opportunities related to market access and 
development in the local and regional food system community.
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Local Food Systems Response to COVID
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Local Food Systems Response to COVID

• Easily digestible ideas, best 
practices, and readily adoptable 
approaches to COVID adaptation

• Short briefs are designed to be 
easily shared by LRFS stakeholders 
to support timely innovation. 

• Sample Topics:

• Virtual CSA Fairs

• FRESHFARM Market Tracker

• Maine Oyster Trail – “Pick Your 
Own”
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Local Food Systems Response to COVID
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Topics Covered:

– Overall Positive and Negative 
Impacts of COVID-19

– Obstacles to Sector Response

– Successful Marketing 
Adaptations in Response to 
COVID-19

– Economic Impact on Sector

– Impact on Sector Members

– Data and Technical Assistance 
Needs

Impact Assessments

Local Food Systems Response to COVID
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Cross-Sector Learning

Commonalities

• Both housed within universities

• Both focus on creating local markets for 
specific food products that are not produced 
by farmers/ranchers

New Connections and Idea-Sharing

• How each worked within their host university

• Lessons from the Approachable Loaf and The 
Bread Lab Collective

Local Food Systems Response to COVID
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Impact Assessment Highlights

Local Food Systems Response to COVID

● Unprecedented consumer demand and over-booked processing 
facilities

● Meat destined for restaurant/food services needed to be redirected. 
Many meat producers have launched direct-to-consumer sales. 

● Cutting for wholesale markets (primals, sub-primals) and cutting for 
retail are very different, require different equipment, skillsets, etc.

● Producers and processors struggling to determine how they should 
structure their businesses to meet new demand or if this demand is 
here to stay. 
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Impact Assessment Highlights

Local Food Systems Response to COVID

Desired Data:

• Consumer meat purchasing behavior during COVID and 
predictions for consumer behavior post-COVID (or if 
COVID drags on for another year or two).

• What parts of the country truly have a significant shortage 
of slaughter capacity?

• How has lack of competition (and monopolization) harmed 
mid-scale and small-scale meat producers and processors? 
And what could be done about that.

• Best practices for preventing COVID outbreaks in small 
meat plants (based on scientific evidence).
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AMS Local Food Research and Development

Turning Research into Action

Samantha Schaffstall, AMS Agricultural Mktg. Specialist 
Marketing Services Division
Samantha.Schaffstall@usda.gov
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• University of Kentucky Food Connection 
(cooperator)

• Farm to Institution New England
• Michigan State University Center for 

Regional Food Systems
• Center for Good Food Purchasing
• Health Care Without Harm

• National Farm to School Network
• Community Health Improvement Partners 

(San Diego)
• Real Food Generation
• USDA FNS
• USDA AMS
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National Farm to Institution Metrics Collaborative

Our plan of work

• Create harmonized metrics for local 
food that are consistent with existing 
national standards

• Start with Farm Impact

• Road-test metrics with the broad F2I 
stakeholder community

• Develop tools and protocols to help 
with adoption and implementation

• Values-neutral (does not define 
‘local’ or ‘good food’)
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National Farm to Institution Metrics Collaborative
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National Farm to Institution Metrics Collaborative

Tools and Resources

Jeff O’Hara. AMS Economist 
Marketing Services Division
Jeffreyk.ohara@usda.gov
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2019 National Farmers Market Manager Survey

Partnership with NASS

• General Market Characteristics and Attributes

• Agricultural Business Development and Support

• Farmers Market Development Activities

• Farmers Market Governance

• Farmers Market Budget and Fees
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National Farmer Market Managers Survey

https://downloads.usda.library.cornell.edu/usda-
esmis/files/pz50hd694/gx41n598k/jd473j98z/nfar0820.pdf

Ed Ragland. AMS Economist 
Marketing Services Division
edward.ragland@usda.gov
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NASS Research

Local Food Marketing Practices Survey
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AMS Grants Division supports economic development for 
communities and commodities by funding projects that enhance the 
marketability and competitiveness of U.S. agricultural products 
locally, nationally and internationally. 

AMS grant programs focus on local and regional food systems, and 
the specialty crops, dairy and sheep industries.

In 2020, AMS awarded two new grants: Regional Food Systems 
Partnership Grants and Micro Grants for Food Security.
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AMS Grants Performance

Grants as Food Systems Research

New Performance Measures Development

• Stakeholder Engagement Listening 
Sessions

• Online Survey

• Expert and Stakeholder Interviews 
and Focus Groups

Performance Reporting Enhancement

• Collect data in a way that can be 
analyzed and reported efficiently
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Reach out to learn more and 
to share your work with us!

Tricia Kovacs
Deputy Administrator

Transportation and Marketing Program
Agricultural Marketing Service

Tricia.Kovacs@usda.gov
202-572-5440


