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Extension.org
Click on Communities

Click on Community, Local and Regional 

Food Systems

http://articles.extension.org/community_

and_regional_food_systems

http://articles.extension.org/community_and_regional_food_systems










Explicit Benefits

• Financial support (small grants, 

development fund, scholarship)

• Integrate research, extension, and 

education
o Invite the right people to start the conversation

o Participate in on-going discussion and projects

o Share challenges, failure, and issues

o Contribute to new ideas and innovative strategies

o Share your outcomes and stories – webinar, blog, 

case study, publication, report



Working Groups



localfoodeconomics.com
• Supported by 

USDA AMS 

Toolkit project

• Open to 

anyone!

• Website, 

listserv, forum, 

glossary

• Featured case 

studies



Urban Agriculture Working Group

Accomplishments

• Conducted survey of Extension’s role in 

urban ag

o ~ 19 working group members 

o 147 responses

Next Steps

• Compile resource directory

• Prepare journal article

• Identify next activities

• Any interest in co-leading?

Available online at:

http://articles.extension.org/pages/73826/survey-of-extensions-

role-in-urban-agriculture-results

Contact
Lucy Diekmann at 

ldiekmann@scu.edu

http://articles.extension.org/pages/73826/survey-of-extensions-role-in-urban-agriculture-results


Undoing Inequality in the Food System 
Working Group Update

• New Volunteer Co-Leaders: 
o Lisa Gonzalez (Maryland) and Rachel Lindvall (South Dakota). 

o Contact info: lisacgo@umd.edu and rachel.lindvall@sdstate.edu

• Survey sent out and completed by 35 people
o Strong interest in remaining in/reigniting work around inequalities in food 

system

o Food access issues, structural racism in the food system, education programs 

around food justice, engaging communities and meaningful evaluation were 

top themes

o Members very interested in attending and contributing to webinar series

o The majority of members are most interested in peer-to-peer networking and 

staying up to date on the issues

o About half of respondents interested in contributing to efforts such as 

scholarship, curriculum writing and grant applications

• Next Steps: Schedule working group conference call, 

begin scheduling webinars 

mailto:lisacgo@umd.edu
mailto:rachel.lindvall@sdstate.edu


Want to be a Member?

• Katie Wright        katiew@uark.edu

• Kathleen Liang          cliang@ncat.edu

• Brian Raison        raison.1@osu.edu

Post to forum by email if you are a member 

localfoodsystems@extension.org

mailto:katiew@uark.edu
mailto:cliang@ncat.edu
mailto:raison.1@osu.edu
mailto:localfoodsystems@extension.org


https://people.extension.org/communities





https://people.extension.org/communities/319



Other Resources 
and Opportunities 
of Collaboration



http://www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/business/farm-

financial-management/benchmark-your-farm/



https://www.extension.umn.edu/community/research/reports/docs/2015-

Financial-Benchmarks-Local-Food-Operations.pdf



USDA Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS)



https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/local-regional-food



Regional Rural Development Centers

• An example and a change agent to design, 

develop, apply, and assess Integration of 

science-based research, extension, and 

education

• Four Regional Rural Development Centers
o Northeast http://aese.psu.edu/nercrd

o Southern http://srdc.msstate.edu/

o North Central http://ncrcrd.msu.edu/

o Western http://wrdc.usu.edu/

http://aese.psu.edu/nercrd
http://srdc.msstate.edu/
http://ncrcrd.msu.edu/
http://wrdc.usu.edu/


The Northeast Regional 
Center for Rural Development

Based at Penn State University

Dr. Stephan Goetz

sgoetz@psu.edu



Some Current Projects
• Enhancing Food Security in the Northeast (NIFA)

• USDA/AMS Agricultural Marketing Service
o Technical Assistance (AMSTA) project (2 phases)

o Local Food Resource Mapping (LFRM) project

• 1890 Capacity Building grant (TSU) using SNA to 

understand & improve farmer-market connections

• Factors associated with Food Hub locations (statistical 

and simulation analyses)

• Determinants of F&V consumption













http://aese.psu.edu/nercrd/publications





Open Discussion 
and Thank you!

Kathleen Liang            cliang@ncat.edu

Brian Raison                raison.1@osu.edu

Katie Wright                katiew@uark.edu

mailto:cliang@ncat.edu
mailto:raison.1@osu.edu
mailto:katiew@uark.edu

